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hung at his breast, Forward, sons of the Chornahora ! In
defence of the Cross and for the glory of King Nikola !

" The priest, brandishing his cross like a banner, had
reached the firing line, when a fresh and more furious
volley came from the Turkish column. He stood alone
among the recumbent soldiers, who continued their fire
without interruption, stretched on their chests. Then he
began to chant the sacred hymn God against the Infidels. Be-
neath his calm and even tones could be distinguished the
fierce note of battle. He had reached the lines which,
translated into English, run : Tribulations shall not avail
to bend the Army of the Lord ! when his voice suddenly died
away ; he waved his arms above his head and fell on his
face, a bullet through his heart."

While that priest was dying, I was attending autumn
manoeuvres on the great plains near Delhi ; and, as Adju-
tant of my regiment, followed the news from the Balkans
with professional interest.

Strategically, Scutari was important. Austria was deter-
mined that Montenegro should not possess it, so it was
promised to Albania, promoted to nationhood for that
purpose. Behind Albania stood Austria ; behind Austria,
Italy and Germany. On the other side was Montenegro,
supported by Servia. Behind Servia was Russia ; behind
Russia, France, and probably England. This miserable
overgrown village of mud houses might have become
the stumbling-block of Europe in 1912 as did the bodies
of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife in 1914. The
nations were in their harness, waiting but the hour and
the sign to begin their larger sacrifice.

Rumours of these combinations reached us in India